NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE LIBRARY
MLA STYLE SHEET
Based on the MLA Style Manual. 8th ed., 2016.
For every source, consider MLA’s list of core elements:

A Source in a Single Container
(For example, an article in a journal you read, an episode of a television show you watched, etc.)
Essay in a Book Collection
Copeland, Edward. “Money.” The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, edited by Copeland and Juliet McMaster,
Cambridge UP, 1997, pp. 131-48.
Book with One Author
Bronte, Emily. Wuthering Heights. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2014.
Book with 2 Authors
Dorris, Michael, and Louise Erdrich. The Crown of Columbus. HarperCollins, 1999.
Book with 3 or more Authors
Machi, Lawrence, et al. The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success. Corwin, 2012.
eBook
Sedaris, David. Squirrel Seeks Chipmunk, eBook, Little Brown and Company, 2010.
Email
Boyle, Jim. “Re: Newsday.” Received by Joe Mathers, 29 June 2016.
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Twitter Message
@CNN. “Buildings around the world lit up in tribute to #IstanbulAttack victims last night.” Twitter, 30 June 2016,
1:45 p.m., t.co/NK1KRgRrtl.
Song or Piece of Music on an Album
Beyonce. “Pretty Hurts.” Beyonce, Parkwood Entertainment, 2013,
www.beyonce.com/album/beyonce/?media_view=songs.
Episode of a Television Show
“Hush.” Buffy the Vampire Slayer, created by Joss Whedon, performed by
Sarah Michelle Gellar, season 4, episode 10, Mutant Enemy, 1999.

Video on a Website (Such as YouTube)
“Bronte Country: The Story of Emily, Charlotte & Anne Bronte.” YouTube, uploaded by The Great British Channel,
21 Jan. 2014, youtu.be/QyTeDXXBphl.
Website with No Author Listed
“Giant Panda.” Smithsonian National Zoological Park, Smithsonian Institute,

Nationalzoo.si.edu/animals/giantpandas/pandafacts/.

A Source in Two Containers
(For Example: an article you read through a database, a television episode you watched on Hulu, etc.)
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Journal Article Retrieved from a Database
Lorensen, Jutta. “Between Image and Word, Color, and Time: Jacob Lawrence’s The Migration Series.” African
American Review, vol. 40, no. 3, 2006, pp. 571-86. EBSCOHost,
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=f5h&AN=24093790&site=ehost-live.
Episode of a Television Show from a Digital Platform (Such as Netflix or Hulu)
“Pilot.” Pretty Little Liars, season 1, episode 1, ABC Family, 8 June 2010. Netflix,
www.netflix.com/watch/70243180?trackId=13752289&tctx=0%2C0%2C629c77f1-d4bb-471e-84a2b0c029d69275-78100819.
eBook from a Database
Anandamurugan, S. C Programming for Juniors. Nova Science Publishers, Inc, 2014. EBSCOhost,
ncc.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=e000xna&AN=80957
5&site=ehost-live.

In-Text Citations
In-text citations should show precisely where you used others’ ideas and words. These in-text citations should
refer the reader to the source on the Works Cited page and, in most cases, provide the reader the exact location of
the idea or quote within the source itself.
For example, parenthetical citations will list the first parts of the Works Cited entry (e.g., an author’s last name)
and then the location (e.g., a page number).
Author’s Name in Text (Paraphrase)
Posnock is quick to point out that the Pater believes in the autonomy of the self (181).
Author’s Name in Reference (Paraphrase)
Pater believes in the autonomy of the self (Posnock 181).
Author’s Name in Text (with Quote)
Posnock is quick to point out that Pater believes in the autonomy of the self, the “individual in isolation” (181).
Author’s Name in Reference (with Quote)
Pater believes in the autonomy of the self, the “individual in isolation” (qtd. in Posnock 181).
A Quote longer than four lines
In his letter to Gosse, Henry James addresses and imagines Pater’s continuing potency throughout time:
He reminds me, in the disturbed night of our actual literature, of one of those
lucent matchboxes which you place…near the candle, to show you, in the
darkness, where you can strike a light: he shines in the uneasy gloom
-vaguely, and has a phosphorescence…. he is not of the little day- but
of the longer time. (293)
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General Guidelines



Double-space the entire research paper, including quotations, notes, and the list of works cited.
Number all pages in the research paper in the upper right-hand corner, half an inch from the top.
Type your last name, followed by a space, before the page number. Example: Smith 1
 Indent all lines by five spaces after the first line.
 One standard citation format that applies to every source type
In the 7th edition of the MLA Handbook, researchers were required to locate the citation format
for the source that they used. Due to the various ways that information is now received, in
books, websites, lectures, tweets, Facebook posts, etc., it has become unrealistic for MLA to
create citation formats for every source type. Now, there is one standard, universal format that
researchers can use to create their citations.
 Inclusion of “containers” in citations
Containers are the elements that “hold” the source. For example, if a television episode is
watched on Netflix, Netflix is the container. Both the title of the source and its container are
included in a citation.
 Adding the abbreviations vol. and no.
In the 8th edition, you add the abbreviations vol. And no. to magazine and journal article
citations:
DelGuidice, Margaux. “When a Leadership Opportunity Knocks, Answer!” Library Media
Connection, vol. 30, no. 2, 2011, pp. 48-49.
 Inclusion of URLS
In MLA 8, it is highly recommended to include a URL in the citation. Even if it becomes outdated,
it is still possible to trace the information online from an older URL. Omit “http://” or “https://”
from the URL when including it in the citation.
 Omitting the city of publication
In MLA 8, the city of publication can often be omitted. Only include the city of publication if the
version of the source differs when published in a different country (Example: British editions of
books versus versions printed in the United States).
 Multiple authors
In MLA 8, when a source has 3 or more authors, only the first one shown in the source is
normally given. It is followed by et al.
______________________________________________________________________________________

If you have any questions, speak with a reference librarian (or email
ask@ncc.email.libanswers.com) or consult the MLA Handbook available at the Reference Desk.
Additional Help is available through:
NCC’s Writing Center wcenter@ncc.edu
Locations: Bradley Hall, 516-572-7195 and Library L233, 516-572-3595
Citation generators such as KnightCite (http://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/) or
Easybib (http://www.easybib.com/) are helpful, but always review the results for accuracy.
CF &TD 8/18
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