English 101: Composition I
Brian T. Murphy
Section EB

Essay 3: Argument Essay, Due Friday, April 15
Be sure you have carefully read “Constructing Reasonable Arguments” and “Evaluating Arguments”  (Rules for Writers 358-380) as well as “What Is an Argument Synthesis?” (A Writer’s Resource 132-140) and “Developing and Organizing the Support for Your Arguments” (WR 170-173), in addition to all of the assigned essays on marriage and the family: Stephanie Coontz’s “A Pop Quiz on Marriage” and “The Radical Idea of Marrying for Love,” “The State of Our Unions,” “A Debate On Gay Marriage” (essays by Andrew Sullivan and William J. Bennett), “American Marriage in Transition” and “The Myth of Co-Parenting: How It Was Supposed to Be.”
Then, utilizing at least two to three of the essays, compose a well-developed, coherent, and thoughtful argument essay on one of the following topics:

1.)  Marriage—as it is popularly understood in our culture today—is (or is not) a mere societal construct.

2.)  Gay marriage should (or should not) be legalized

3.)  Contemporary marriages are (or are not) unfair and repressive.

Note that each of these topics is broad enough to allow several different approaches, and that you should narrow them or define them more specifically in order to keep your essay manageable. 

Remember, the essay should be a persuasive essay; that is, argumentative rather than purely informative. Be sure to include evidence, examples, or other support from the texts, and be sure not only to present support for your assertion, but to present and refute opposing arguments as well. Remember that you are synthesizing ideas from the texts in support of your claim, not merely summarizing the essays, and do not copy directly from the text unless quoting. When quoting (or paraphrasing), remember to incorporate sources correctly: use appropriate signal phrases and parenthetical citations.

As always, your essays must be typed (in 12-point Times New Roman), double-spaced, with one-inch margins, and stapled when submitted. All essays must also have a proper heading, including your name, course and section number, instructor’s name, date, and word count, and should be grammatically correct, free of errors in mechanics, grammar, usage, spelling, and documentation. In addition, your essay should have an appropriate title, ideally one more creative or original than “Gay Marriage” or, even more obvious, “Gay Marriage: Pros and Cons.”
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