English 101: Composition I
Brian T. Murphy
Section 0809: Wed. 2:15-4:25 PM, Room E-107 
Email: bmurphy@ lagcc.cuny.edu
                       Fri. 2:15-4:25 PM, Room E-260 
or bmurphy@Brian-T-Murphy.com
Class web page: www.Brian-T-Murphy.com/Eng101.htm 
Office: 1-2:00 PM Friday, MB-14-G, or by appt.
DESCRIPTION: In this course students focus on the process of writing clear, correct, and effective expository essays in response to materials drawn from culturally diverse sources. Emphasis is placed on using various methods of organization appropriate to the writer’s purpose and audience. Students are introduced to argumentation, fundamental research methods, and documentation procedures. Students write frequently both in and out of class. Admission to this course is based on college placement test scores.
Prerequisite:
CSE095/099 if required, ENA/ENG/ESA099 if required, exemption, or Pass on the ACT Writing and Reading Tests.
OBJECTIVES: Students will:

· Express thoughts logically, clearly and coherently in a variety of rhetorical modes; 

· Demonstrate mastery of the stages of the writing process; 

· Critically revise and edit their own compositions, as well as respond critically to peer drafts; 

· Avoid mechanical, grammatical and spelling errors; 

· Critically evaluate and respond to selected essays; 

· Compose an argumentative research essay using MLA format. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Bachmann, Susan and Melinda Barth. Between Worlds: A Reader, Rhetoric, and Handbook, 6 ed. New York: Pearson Longman, 2007.

Hacker, Diana. Rules for Writers, 6 ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009.

A good college-level (paperback) dictionary.
CLASS POLICIES:
Attendance: Departmental policy allows no more than four (4) hours of unexcused absences in ENG 101. Students who do not meet the English Department’s attendance policy will not pass the class. Students must not only attend every class, but also arrive on time, be prepared, and take an active part in class (see Participation, below). Moreover, once students get to class, they are expected to stay in the classroom until the class is over. Leaving class early or getting up in the middle of class is considered disruptive behavior and should happen only in extreme emergencies. Students may be required to sign in each class session to verify their attendance. Students unable to attend class should contact the instructor regarding their absence in advance or as soon as they return to school.

Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism includes copying or paraphrasing another’s words, ideas, or facts without crediting the source; submitting a paper written by someone else, either in whole or in part, as one’s own work; or submitting work previously submitted for another course or instructor. Plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty on any assignment will result in failure (a grade of zero) for that assignment and may result in further disciplinary action, including but not limited to failure for the course and expulsion from the College. See the English Department’s Statement on Plagiarism and the LaGuardia Community College Policy on Academic Integrity.

Homework/Essay Submission: All writing assignments must be received by the instructor on or before the due date, by the beginning of the class period, as indicated on the schedule, below. Late work will not be accepted. All essays and work completed at home must be typed (in 12-point Times New Roman font), double-spaced, and stapled when submitted; essays will not be accepted via email.

Revisions: All failing essays, with the exception of the Diagnostic Essay and Final Essay, must be corrected and revised within one week of the day graded essays are returned. Essays receiving a passing grade may also be revised for a better grade, but only after the student has met with the instructor during office hours (by appointment) to discuss revisions. Revisions must be substantially revised, not merely “corrected” versions of the original essay (revisions should be based upon the Revising and Editing Checklist and relevant information from class and the textbooks), and must be submitted with the original graded essay and the departmental Evaluation of Essays form attached. Evidence of substantial revision may result in a better grade for the assignment. If you did not submit a completed essay on time, you will receive a grade of zero and may not submit a “revision.” 

Make-up Exams/Late Work: All assignment deadlines and scheduled exam dates are provided at the beginning of the semester; therefore, late papers will not be accepted, nor will make-up exams be offered, except under extraordinary circumstances with appropriate documentation. Excuses such as “crashed computers,” “lost flash drives,” or “empty printer ink cartridges” will not be accepted. It is suggested that all computer work be saved both on your computer’s hard drive and again on removable storage device.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Attendance and Participation (5 points): As this class will combine both lecture and discussion, students are expected both to attend every session and to take an active part in class—joining in discussions and raising questions. Discussion is one of the best ways to clarify your understandings and to test your conclusions. Open discussion always involves personal exposure, and thus the taking of risks: your ideas may not be the same as your fellow students’ or even the instructor’s. Yet as long as your points are honest and supportable, they will be respected by all of us in the classroom. Questions, discussion, disagreement, and laughter are all encouraged in this class. 
Quizzes and Exercises (5 points total): With the exception of the first day, class may begin with a short (five-minute) quiz on the readings for the day, at the instructor’s discretion. Quizzes cannot be made up; if you miss a quiz due to absence or lateness, that grade will be regarded as a 0. At the end of the semester, the lowest quiz grade will be dropped. Exercises reviewing essential grammar and/or writing skills may also be assigned, to be completed in class, or to be done online as homework and submitted electronically. Total number of exercises and quizzes during the semester will determine the point value of each; that is, if 11 quizzes and exercises are given (lowest quiz grade will be dropped), each is worth up to one-half point.

In-Class Writing and Homework (5 points total): Students may also complete various shorter in-class writing assignments during the semester, including short summaries, mini-essays, and response papers, or similar short assignments to be completed as homework. Total number of assignments during the semester will determine the point value of each; that is, if 10 assignments are required, each is worth up to one full point.

Diagnostic Essay (ungraded): Students will complete an in-class Diagnostic Essay at the beginning of  the semester on a topic provided; this essay will be evaluated and returned, but will not receive a grade, nor will it affect your final average.

Essays (5 @ 12 points): Students will complete  five (5) expository essays during the semester, including an in-class Midterm Essay and Final Essay, the remainder to be completed at home. For each, a topic or list of topic choices will be provided. Essays must be on one of the assigned topics or they will receive grades of “F”. Essays must be at least six hundred (600) words, free of errors in mechanics, grammar, usage, and spelling, and follow the appropriate format: at-home work must be typed (in 12-point Times New Roman font), double-spaced, and stapled when submitted, while in-class work must be neatly printed in blue or black ink on composition paper or in bluebooks provided by the instructor and double-spaced. Essays will be evaluated according to the departmental Evaluation of Essays form;  as per the English Department’s policy, all students must receive a passing grade on at least one draft of each essay (not including the Diagnostic) to pass English 101.

Research Paper (25 points total): The fourth required at-home essay will be an argumentative (persuasive) Research Paper of at least six pages (at least 1500 words), using a minimum of three to five primary or secondary sources, correctly documented utilizing MLA format. Specific points will be accrued as follows:

Topic Selection and Preliminary Thesis (2.5 points): Before beginning the research essay assignment, students will develop and submit a one-page research essay proposal for approval. This must include the topic chosen (from the list provided), as well as a specific reason for the selection,  the issue or debate involved, a personal opinion on the debatable issue, and a clear, well-written, explicit, and assertive preliminary thesis statement.

Annotated Bibliography (2.5 points): Students will develop and submit an annotated bibliography for the research essay assignment, with a minimum of five to seven sources, correctly documented according to MLA format.

Research Paper: Preliminary Draft (5 points): Students will complete a preliminary draft of their completed research essay for evaluation and comments.
Research Paper: Final Draft (15 points): The final draft of the research paper must be submitted in a folder, including copies of all sources used and all of the above assignments associated with the research paper. As per the English Department’s policy, all students must receive a passing grade for the research essay to pass English 101.

Extra Credit (various opportunities, at 1–2 points each):
Students will be notified of opportunities for extra credit, including attendance at various cultural events related to the class. If students attend one or more of these events, and provide evidence of attendance (ticket stub, program, et cetera) along with a typed one- to two-page personal response (review, analysis, reflection, critique, et cetera), they can receive up to two points per event added to their final average. 

GRADING: Final average will be calculated as follows:

	Attendance and Class Participation
	5 points

	Quizzes and Exercises
	5 points

	In-Class Writing/Homework
	5 points

	Diagnostic Essay
	(ungraded)

	 Essays (5 @ 12 points)
[includes Midterm and Final]
	60 points

	Research Paper:
	 

	   Topic Selection and Thesis
	2.5 points

	   Annotated Bibliography
	2.5 points

	   Research Paper Draft
	5 points

	   Final Research Paper Draft
	15 points

	Total
	100 points

	Extra Credit (if any) will be added to the final total.



Total Points earned (Final Average) will determine the grade received for the course, as follows:

	Total Points
	Final Percentage
	Final Grade

	90–100+
	90–100+
	A

	85–89
	85–89
	  B+

	80–84
	80–84
	B

	75–79
	75–79
	  C+

	70–74
	70–74
	C

	65–69
	65–69
	D+

	60–64
	60–64
	D

	0–59
	0–59
	F

	Note: Percentages ending in .5 or greater are rounded up. Thus, 79.5 rounds to 80, a B, but 79.4 rounds to 79, a C+.


OUTLINE: Projected Schedule of Readings and Assignments

	Important Dates: FALL SEMESTER 2011 SESSION I

	Thursday Sept. 8
	First Day of Weekday Fall Classes – Session I

	Tuesday Sept. 13
	Last Day to Add a Course or Change a Course Section

	Friday Sept. 23
	Commencement - No Day or Evening Classes

	Tuesday Sept. 27
	Last Day to: Drop a Course (Census Day)

	Wednesday Sept. 28
	Irregular Day - Friday Classes Meet

	September 29 - 30
	No Classes

	October 7 - 10
	No Classes

	Tuesday Oct. 25
	Last Day to officially withdraw from a course (“W” grade)

	Tuesday Nov. 8
	No Classes

	Wednesday Nov. 23
	Irregular Day - Classes follow a Friday schedule

	November 24 - 27
	No Classes

	Monday Dec. 12
	Last Day Weekday Classes
Irregular Day - Classes follow a Wednesday schedule

	Tuesday Dec. 13
	Reading Day

	December 14 - 20
	Final Examinations

	See Academic Calendar (online)


Note: All readings below are required, and must be completed by the day indicated; the only exceptions are those indicated with an asterisk (*), which are recommended additional readings or resources.

Readings from Between Worlds (BW) are identified below by author and title as well as page numbers, e.g., Hwang, “The Good Daughter” (BW 12-15); or by chapter number and title with page numbers, e.g. BW 13: Writing the Research Paper (509-523). Readings from  Rules for Writers are identified below by title and page numbers, e.g., “Documenting Sources” (Rules 426-463). Specific assignments identified as (HW) are intended as homework, and should be completed and submitted by the due dates listed on the schedule. Additional readings, including material from Rules for Writers or Between Worlds Part III: The Handbook, covering grammar and style, may also be assigned.

Note: This schedule is subject to revision according to the instructor’s discretion, scheduling of a library orientation, the Academic Calendar for the semester, school closings due to inclement weather or other reasons, and the progress of the class. Additions or changes will be announced in class and posted on the main class page and Announcements page.

	Dates:
	Readings  and Assignments:

	Thu., Sept.
	First Day of Weekday Fall Classes – Session I (Class does NOT meet)

	Fri., 9 Sept.
	Course Introduction: Syllabus, texts, policies, assignments; Diagnostic Essay

	Wed., 14 Sept.
	“Generating Ideas...”  and “Roughing Out an Initial Draft” (Rules 1-27); BW 7: “Getting Started...Now!” (329-350); BW 8: “Organizing and Drafting an Essay” (351-380)

	Fri., 16 Sept.
	Part I: The Reader, including Goodman, “Thanksgiving” (BW 1-6)

	Wed., 21 Sept.
	Topic Selection and Preliminary Thesis Due
Hwang, “The Good Daughter” (BW 12-15); In-class writing assignment

	Fri., 23 Sept.
	Commencement - No Day or Evening Classes: Class does NOT meet

	Wed., 28 Sept.
	Irregular Day - Classes follow a Friday schedule (Class DOES meet)
Essay 1 Due
BW 9: Revising an Essay (381-403); “Making global revisions; then revising sentences” (Rules 27-39); “Repair Sentence Fragments” and “Repair Run-On Sentence” (Rules 148-156,156-164)

Online exercises: Sentence Fragments; Comma Splices and Fused Sentences (HW)

	Fri., 30 Sept.
	No classes: Class does NOT meet

	Wed., 5 Oct.
	“Documenting Sources” (Rules 426-463); “Documenting the Research Paper: MLA Style” in BW 13: Writing the Research Paper (540-554); Ehrenreich, “Are Families Dangerous?” (BW 37-41)

	Fri., 7 Oct.
	No classes: Class does NOT meet

	Wed., 12 Oct.
	“Tighten Wordy Sentences,” “Choose Appropriate Language,” and “Find the Exact Words”  (Rules 123-145); In-Class Exercise: Diction
Online exercises: Word Choice, Words Commonly Confused, and Sexist Language (HW).

	Fri., 14 Oct.
	Essay 2 Due
Holman, “Mr. Z” (BW 133-134); Arboleda, “Race is a Four-Letter Word” (BW 120-124)

	Wed., 19 Oct.
	Issa and Al-Marayati, “An Identity Reduced to a Burka” (BW 124-129); “Repair Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers” (Rules 96-104); “Make Pronouns and Antecedents Agree,” “Make Pronoun References Clear,” “Distinguish between Pronouns,” and “Distinguish between who and whom” (Rules 175-97)

Online exercises: Misplaced/Dangling Modifiers, Pronoun Agreement, Reference, Point of View (HW)

	Fri., 21 Oct.
	 “Citing Sources; avoiding plagiarism” and “Integrating Sources” (Rules 382-426);
Library Research Orientation, 3:25–4:25, E-101 (Room E-101-B) 

	Wed., 26 Oct.
	“MLA manuscript format; sample paper” (Rules 463-475); BW 13: Writing the Research Paper (509-523)

	Fri., 28 Oct.
	Annotated Preliminary Bibliography Due
Essay 3: Midterm Exam (In-Class Essay)

	Wed., 2 Nov.
	Student Example: Research Paper (Paaske, “From Access to Acceptance: Enabling America’s Largest Minority”) (BW 524-539)

	Fri., 4 Nov.
	Ortiz Coffer, “The Myth of the Latin Woman” BW 172-178)

	Wed., 9 Nov.
	“Balance Parallel Ideas,”  “Add Needed Words,” and “Untangle Mixed Constructions”  (Rules 84-96); “Spelling”  (Rules 327-336)

Online exercises: Parallelism, Spelling (HW)

	Fri., 11 Nov.
	Essay 4 Due
Staples, “Black Men and Public Space” (BW 181-186); In-class writing assignment
 “Punctuation” and “Mechanics” (Rules 269-344)

Online exercises: Commas, Apostrophes, Quotation Marks, Underlining, and Italics, and Other Punctuation (Period, Question Mark, Exclamation Mark, Semicolon, Colon) (HW)

	Wed., 16 Nov.
	Coleman, “Discrimination at Large” (BW 198-201); In-class writing assignment

	Fri., 18 Nov.
	Research Paper: Preliminary Draft Due

	Wed., 23 Nov.
	Irregular Day - Classes follow a Friday schedule (Class DOES meet)
Tavris, “In Groups We Shrink” (BW 261-264) (also here as .pdf)

	Fri., 25 Nov.
	No classes: Class does NOT meet

	Wed., 30 Nov.
	King, “Three Ways of Meeting Oppression” (BW 279-282) 

	Fri., 2 Dec.
	Research Paper Revision Due; In-Class Writing: Practice Essay 1 

	Wed., 7 Dec.
	In-Class Writing: Practice Essay 2;

	Fri., 9 Dec.
	Last Day of Class
Essay 5: Final Exam (In-Class Essay); Research Paper Final (optional) Revision Due

	Tues., 13 Dec.
	Reading Day: No Classes

	Wed., 14 Dec.
	Class DOES meet: Course wrap-up, Final conferences

	Fri., 16 Dec.
	Class does NOT meet


TOPICS: For each of the assigned essays and projects, a topic or list of topic choices is provided. Your work must be on one of the assigned topics for that assignment or developed in consultation with the instructor, or it will receive a grade of “F”. All work must be submitted on or before the due date, by the beginning of the class period; late work will not be accepted. Failure to bring the required essay will result in a zero for the assignment, without opportunity for revisions.

For each of the essays, select one of the topics to discuss in a well-developed, coherent, and thoughtful essay. Be sure to focus carefully on the topic, and remember that these are formal essays: they must have an appropriate, original title; contain an introduction, body, and conclusion; have a clear, explicit, assertive, objectively worded thesis statement (thesis statements must be underlined); and (unless otherwise indicated) avoid use of I or you throughout.

Essays one through five must be at least six hundred words; the Research Essay must be at least 1500 words (roughly six pages minimum). All at-home work must be typed (in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, and stapled when submitted. In-class work must be neatly printed in blue or black ink on composition paper or in bluebooks provided by the instructor and double-spaced. All essays should be grammatically correct, free of errors in mechanics, grammar, usage, spelling, and documentation, and will be evaluated according to the departmental Evaluation of Essays form. See “Getting an A on an English Paper” as well as the Essay Outline and Revising and Editing Checklist (online) for additional assistance.

Please refer to the following as well (all linked on the class webpage):

[image: image1.png]


   Formatting and Style Guide (Purdue Online Writing Lab)
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   Incorporating Sources (class handout)

[image: image3.png]


   Class Plagiarism Policy (on syllabus), as well as the English Department’s Statement on Plagiarism (.pdf, also distributed in class) and the LaGuardia Community College Policy on Academic Integrity (.pdf).

You might also find the following additional resources useful (all online):
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   Works Cited page (Instructions & Sample) (Microsoft Word document)
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   Avoiding Plagiarism (Houghton-Mifflin web site)
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   Practice Incorporating Sources into Your Work (Houghton-Mifflin web site)

· MLA format (Purdue university’s Online Writing Lab)

Also, one would think that this would not even need to be stated, but read the essay (or essays) about which you are writing, and read carefully! Do not rely upon your general impressions based on what you think was said in class, or on what you read online. There is no reason for your essays to contain factual errors about the works. 

Diagnostic Essay: Friday, 9 September
Select one of the following topics, and compose a formal essay. Your essay will not receive a grade, nor will it affect your final average; this is for evaluative purposes only. You will have approximately one hour to complete this essay.

1.  What is “the American Dream”? Is the American Dream accessible for everyone in the United States? Why or why not?
2.  Who is left out of or marginalized by American society? How do people gain “admission” to American society?.

Essay 1: Due  Wednesday, 28 September
After reading “Thanksgiving” by Ellen Goodman (BW 3-5), select one of the following topics, and compose a well-developed, coherent, and thoughtful essay of at least 600 words. In either case, use specific examples to support your main idea; you may draw upon your own experience, but remember that these are formal essays: avoid use of I or you throughout. 

1.  In “Thanksgiving,” Ellen Goodman discusses the American tradition of Thanksgiving. Select another culture’s celebration that is comparable to Thanksgiving in its emphasis on family and togetherness, and compare or contrast the two holidays. How are they alike, and/or how do they differ?

2.  In her essay, Goodman states that we are both “a part of and apart from” our families, that we are, in essence, “between worlds.” Select a specific group in American society—one based on age, ethnicity, or any other single defining characteristic—and explain how members of that group are also both “a part of and apart from” our culture, or “between worlds.”
Essay 2: Due Friday, 14 October
The essays we have read thus far—Goodman, “Thanksgiving” (BW 3-5); Hwang, “The Good Daughter” (BW 12-15); and Ehrenreich, “Are Families Dangerous?” (37-41)—all address the issue of family: not merely the potential advantages, but also the pressures, problems, obligations, and expectations. Compose a well-developed, coherent, and thoughtful essay of at least 600 words in which you argue either that family problems outweigh the benefits, or the reverse, that the advantages are greater than the difficulties. You must use specific examples from one or more of the texts to support your main idea; you may draw upon your own experience, but remember that these are formal essays: avoid use of I or you throughout.

Essay 3: Midterm Exam (In-Class Essay): Friday, 28 October
Topics to be announced.

Essay 4: Due Friday, 11 November
Both Shannon Paaske, in “From Access to Acceptance: Enabling America’s Largest Minority” (BW 524-539) and Ortiz Coffer, in “The Myth of the Latin Woman” (BW 172-178) suggest that American society still perpetuates discrimination and oppression against the disabled or Hispanic women, respectively. Focusing on one of the two authors, write an essay in which you argue in favor of or against the author’s claims or assertions. Be sure to include direct quotations from the essay and well-reasoned support for your claims. 

Research Paper: Due in stages, as below
Compose a clear, well-written, properly documented (MLA format) argumentative essay of at least 1250-1500 words (roughly five pages minimum), with a clear, explicit, and assertive thesis statement. Essays must use a minimum of three to five reputable critical or scholarly sources, and these references should be used to support your assertions and be properly documented (utilizing MLA format). See also, Research Paper checklist (online).

Topic Selection and Preliminary Thesis: Due Wednesday, 21 September
As your first step in the research essay assignment, you must develop and submit a clear, well-written, one-page explanation of the topic you have chosen, your reason for the selection, your focus and opinion, and a clear, well-written, explicit, and assertive preliminary thesis. This proposal may also include a preliminary idea of the plan of the paper, its intention or research question, Note: Choose your topic carefully. You will not be allowed to change your topic once you have made your selection, although you may change your position on the particular issue and will, presumably, modify your thesis during the process of research and writing.

Your work should take the following form:
Topic: the topic selected from the list provided. 
Rationale: why you have chosen to research and write about this particular topic.
Focus: a narrowed form of the subject, and the issue or debate involved. 
Opinion: your subjective opinion on the debate or issue.
Thesis: your opinion, worded objectively.

For example: 
Topic: Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia (Note: this is not a real topic choice!)
Rationale: I selected this topic because I work in a critical care facility with many permanently disabled and even comatose patients. Many of the patients’ families have to confront this issue regularly, like whether to “pull the plug” as it were, and I am not sure how I feel about it myself.. 
Focus: Should physician-assisted suicide be legalized for terminally ill patients?
Opinion: I think that assisted suicide should be okay, if the person is already dying anyhow.
Thesis: Voluntary physician-assisted suicide should be a legal option for terminally ill patients, to alleviate prolonged physical and emotional suffering and to avoid unnecessary expense.

Select one of the following broad topics, many connected to or loosely based on essays we are reading this semester. These topics need to be further restricted, so narrow and focus the topic yourself; then, compose your assertive thesis statement, as above.

I.   Race or Gender:
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  Affirmative Action
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  Gender or racial biases in American education or in a specific industry

II.  Marriage and Family in America:
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  Gay Marriage
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  Rights of Domestic Partners
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  Are Families Dangerous?
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  Alternative or Non-Traditional Family Structures

III.  Science and Technology:
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  Social Networking 
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  Cyber Harassment/Bullying
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  Climate Change (i.e., the Climate Change “Debate”)
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  Alternative Energy (i.e., pro or con one form)


IV. Education:
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  Economic, gender, or racial biases in American education
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  School voucher programs
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  Teaching Intelligent Design in public schools

V. Society, Individual Rights, and Obedience to Authority:
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  Compulsory military (or alternate) service 
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  Government “wire-tapping”
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  Social Pressure and “Social Media”
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  “Group-Think “ and Mob Behavior
VI.  A debatable topic of your own, developed in consultation with the instructor, but not Abortion, the Death Penalty, Animal Experimentation, or any other subject that has been done to death. Note: students must obtain prior approval for independent topics; speak to me before or after class or set up an appointment during my office hours.

Annotated Preliminary Bibliography: Due Friday, 21 October
You must submit an  annotated preliminary bibliography with a minimum of five to seven sources, correctly cited according to MLA style. This may include up to three primary sources and a minimum of three to five secondary sources; secondary sources must be scholarly criticism or analysis, not summaries, reviews, or “analysis” from sites such as Wikipedia, 123HelpMe, or Gradesaver.com; instead, use the library (CUNY Plus) or the available databases such as EBSCOHost or Lexis-Nexis to locate appropriate sources. In addition to a correct citation for each source, you must include a description or summary of the source, at least one paragraph long, and an explanation of how you foresee incorporating it into your essay. For additional information on Annotated Bibliographies, see the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL).

Research Paper: Preliminary Draft: Due Friday, 18 November
Compose a clear, well-written, properly documented (MLA format) argumentative essay of at least 1500 words (roughly six pages minimum), with a clear, explicit, and assertive thesis statement, on the topic you previously selected, utilizing the thesis statement and sources from the preliminary annotated bibliography already submitted (see above). Essays must use a minimum of three to five reputable critical or scholarly sources, and these references should be used to support your assertions and be properly documented (utilizing MLA format). You must bring a typed, finished draft of your research essay in class for peer review. Failure to bring the required essay will result in a zero for the assignment, without opportunity for revisions. See also, Research Paper checklist.

Note: Additional materials (photocopies or printouts of sources, preliminary thesis, preliminary bibliography, and outline–if you have completed one) do not have to be submitted at this time, but must be submitted with the revision.

Research Paper: Revision: Due Friday, 2 December
A revised research essay must be submitted, in its folder with all supporting materials: photocopies or printouts of all sources, preliminary thesis, preliminary bibliography, outline—if you have completed one—and peer-reviewed draft. Failure to bring the required essay will result in a zero for the assignment, without opportunity for revisions.

Practice Essay 1 (In-Class Essay): Friday, 2 December
Topics to be announced..

Practice Essay 2 (In-Class Essay): Wednesday, 7 December
Topics to be announced.
Essay 5: Final Exam (In-Class Essay): Friday, 9 December
Topics to be announced.
Last Revised: Wednesday, 26 October 2011
MODEL FOR EVALUATION OF STUDENT WRITING

	
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	ABOVE AVERAGE
	EXCELLENT

	A. CONTENT:

Includes thesis statement and both quantity and quality of supporting details
	Thesis is lacking or incorrect, and not supported with appropriate detail. Writing is thin, including generalizations with few or no concrete examples or illustrations.
	Thesis is apparent but general or commonplace. Support may be sketchy or occasionally irrelevant. Generalizations are supported with examples, but content may be thin.
	Thesis is explicit, appropriate, and well supported. Content is both adequate and appropriate, providing examples and illustrations to support all generalizations.
	Thesis is explicit and significant, assertive, objectively worded, and supported with substantial and relevant information. The essay includes a wealth of relevant details, examples, or imagery.

	B. ORGANIZATION:

Includes paragraph development and arrangement of body paragraphs, as well as coherence (introduction, body, conclusion)
	The plan and purpose of the essay are not apparent. It is not developed or is developed with some irrelevancy or redundancy. Paragraphs are incoherent or undeveloped. Transitions are lacking.
	The plan of development is apparent but not consistently followed. The writing lacks clarity or is repetitious. The paragraphs are generally effective, but transitions may be weak or mechanical.
	The plan of development is clear and consistently followed. The writing is concise and clear, with a minimum of repetition. Paragraphs are generally well-developed and effective, with appropriate transitions.
	It is planned logically and progresses in clearly ordered and necessary steps, and developed with originality and attention to proportion and emphasis. Paragraphs are logically and effectively developed with effective transitions.

	C. DICTION AND MECHANICS:

Includes conventions of grammar, usage, and punctuation, as well as appropriate diction
	Often, sentences are not grammatically correct. Vocabulary is elementary, not college level. Words are used incorrectly. Persistent usage, spelling, or punctuation errors exist.
	Sentences are generally correct but may lack distinction, creativity, or style. Vocabulary is generally used correctly. Occasional lapses in grammar, punctuation, or spelling exist.
	Sentences are correctly constructed and demonstrate variety. The vocabulary is effective and appropriate. Errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling are rare.
	The sentences are skillfully constructed, effective, and varied. Words used are vivid, accurate, and original. The writing is without flaws in grammar or mechanics. A personal style is evident.

	D. RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION:

Includes documentation and incorporation of appropriate college-level  sources
	Sources are lacking or inappropriate. Information from sources is not adequately incorporated into the body of the essay. Documentation is missing, inadequate, or incorrect.
	Sources are adequate, but may be too general. Information is occasionally weakly incorporated or is unconnected to the content of the essay. Documentation is generally correct, but may contain some minor errors.
	Sources are generally relevant, authoritative, and appropriate. Information is relevant and is usually incorporated correctly. In-text citations and References or Works Cited page are generally correct.
	Sources used are relevant, substantial, and authoritative, demonstrating creativity and scholarly research. Information is introduced and incorporated smoothly and appropriately. Documentation is clear and free of errors.
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