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First, break up into groups of four or five. Everyone must be in a group for this project! You will first work together to generate ideas and a topic sentence, and then work alone to write your own paragraphs.
(1.)  SW3, p. 389: Read “Seeing” topic 1: “Take a few moments to focus on Tess’s before and after photographs. What specific differences do you notice between the two images of this 44-year-old [woman]? What specific physical changes did she undergo in the makeover? What other changes do the photographs suggest?”  

Working in groups, spend at least ten minutes answering the above questions, listing on a separate piece of  paper all of the specific changes. Then, decide which specific differences are the most significant, and what they all mean or suggest, that is, what they all add up to. Develop a general statement explaining what all of the differences add up to, to use as your group’s topic sentence. Make certain that all of the group’s members participate, and make sure that all of your names appear on this paper.

Next, using the topic sentence you have agreed on and the list of differences you have generated, each of you will individually generate a well-developed paragraph (at least 8 to 10 sentences) about the pictures and the makeover Tess experienced. Complete your paragraph on a separate piece of paper. Your paragraph should be double-spaced (skip every other line), printed in blue or black ink, and grammatically correct, free of errors in mechanics, grammar, usage, and spelling. This paper should have your name on it, not the names of all the group members. 
(2.)  Katha Pollitt, in “Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls,” states that “boys still like trucks and girls still like dolls” (see, for example, Art Speigelman’s cartoon, “Nature vs. Nurture,” on page 394). However, she writes, this is not because the sexes are inherently different, nor because we as parents create or assign these gender roles. Rather, she asserts, “We don’t have a choice, really, about whether we should give our children messages about what it means to be male and female—they’re bombarded with them from morning till night” (399).

Consider the following images in your textbook:

1944 Charles Atlas ad, p. 363

1967 Relax-A-cizor ad, p. 364

Extreme Makeover, Tess, 2004, p. 388

Ashleigh, 13, 1977, p. 396-97

Untitled (Cheerleading #81), 2003, p. 400

Untitled (Football #75), 2003, p. 401

In addition, consider other images of males and females that children are exposed to through television, movies, or other visual or print media. What “messages about what it means to be male and female” are children “bombarded” with? What do they learn or come to believe from these messages, and how does it affect them?
 Working in your groups, spend at least five minutes discussing these questions, and then at least ten minutes listing on a piece of paper specific examples of images or messages about being male and female to which children are exposed. Decide as a group what specific images or messages are the most significant, and how exposure to these images and messages affects children. Make this into a general statement as your group’s topic sentence. Again, everyone in the group must participate, and all of your names must be on this paper. 
Then, using the topic sentence you have agreed on and the list of images or messages, each of you will individually generate a well-developed paragraph, as above (at least 8 to 10 sentences, printed, double-spaced, and grammatically correct, free of errors in mechanics, grammar, usage, and spelling).
