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Checklist for Evaluation of Sources: CARS Method

Article 1: found using Google
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type author's name]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type article title]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type source (journal title, book title, etc.)]
Article 2: found using Academic Search Premier, Ebsco
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type author's name]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type article title]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type source (journal title, book title, etc.)]
Rate each article on each of the following from 1 to 5, 1 being lowest and 5 highest.

Credibility:
Article 1
Article 2
Trustworthy source:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Author credentials:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Quality of evidence:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Accuracy:

Timeliness:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Comprehensiveness:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Clear purpose:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Reasonableness:

Fairness:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Objectivity :
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Moderateness :
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Support:

Listed sources:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Documentation:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Corroboration:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Consistency:
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [1 to 5]
Total Ratings for each article (add above numbers):

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Total for Article 1]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Total for Article 2]
After analyzing the criteria above, how would you rank Article 1? 
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your opinion and reasons (at least two or thre sentences)]
After analyzing the criteria above, how would you rank Article 2? 
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your opinion and reasons (at least two or thre sentences)]
Adapted from “The CARS Checklist.” McGraw-Hill. 2001. 3 October 2003. <http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/english/allwrite3/seyler/ssite/seyler/ se03/cars.mhtml>.

